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the issues to be examined might receive the attention worthy
of their importance. In another part of his speech, Lord
Chelmsford recounted the success of the attempts which hi&
Government had made to reinpve such long standing causes of
complaint as the cotton duty which had penalised India in favour
of Lancashire ; as the race bar which had hindered the bestowal
of King's Commissions upon Indians ; as the invidious treatment
to t^luch Indian immigrants and visitors had been subjected
in certain parts of the Empire. 'With regard to this last matter,
he pointed out that the acceptance, by the Dominions represen-
tatives on the Imperial War Conference, of the principle of re-
ciprocity of treatment, was the first fruits of India's admission to
a place of honour at the council-table of the Empire. Two-
well-worn domestic grievances were mentioned. Under the
Indian Defence Force Act, an opportunity had been afforded to
Indians to undergo military training. Next, the Arms Act was
already under examination, with a view to abolishing racial
distinctions as a ground for exemption. The Viceroy further
dwelt upon the services rendered by India to the Empire in
the war, and upon the determination of his Government that
the gallant deeds of the Indian Army should be adequately
recognised and requited.
This speech was the clearest expression of the views ot Lord
Cbelmsford's Government which had as
Sir Michae^O'Dwyer's     yefc been received by the Indian public>
and it was  the  subject of  favourable
comment by the press. Not many days afterwards, Sir Michael
O'Dwyer, -the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, delivered a
speech which excited much opposition among the Nationalist
members of Council, and, indeed, among the Nationalist
party generally throughout the country. Availing him-
self of the opportunity afforded by a motion to assimilate the
form of government in the Punjab to that of Bihar and Orissa,
he recounted the splendid services which the people of his
province had rendered in the war. He pointed out that with
less than one-thirteenth of the population of tKe Indian Empire,
the Punjab furnishes sixty per cent, of the army recruited in
India. He went on to contrast in forceful terms the deeds of the